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The Berlin Crossing

Secrets and spies, love and tragedy in Stasi East Germany. Brandenburg 1993: The Berlin Wall is down,
the country is reunified and thirty-year-old school teacher Michael Ritter feels his life is falling apart. His
wife has thrown him out, his new West German headmaster has fired him for being a socialist, former
Party member and he is still clinging on to the wreckage of the state that shaped him. Disenfranchised



and disenchanted, Michael heads home to care for his terminally ill mother. Before she dies, she urges
him to seek out an evangelical priest, Pastor Bruck, who is the only one who knows the truth about
his father. When Michael eventually tracks him down, he is taken on a journey of dark discoveries, one
which will shatter his foundations, but ultimately bring him hope to rebuild them.

Crossing the Berlin Wall

Learn about attempts to Cross the Berlin Wall with iMinds insightful knowledge series. The East German
guards who patrolled the numerous watchtowers along the famous Berlin Wall had orders to shoot to kill
anyone who attempted to scale the boundary from East Berlin to its Western neighbour. Still, there are
many tales of daring escapes from East Berlin to West Berlin throughout the wall's history. The Berlin
Wall spread all the way around West Berlin. It stretched for about 96 miles, with 27 miles between East
and West Berlin. More than a wall, fortified fencing and watch-towers also made up what we refer to
as the "Berlin Wall." Escape over it from communist East Berlin to the capitalist West was a dream

of many Germans. iMinds brings targeted knowledge to your eReading device with short information
segments to whet your mental appetite and broaden your mind.

Tales from the Berlin Wall

When American businessman Michael Simmons went to bed with a sensual beauty behind the iron
curtain, he plunged into a nightmare maze that led from the East German research laboratory to the
Oval Office. For he uncovered a secret that could destroy the world.

Crossing in Berlin

Faced with an accusation from the US Army's highest legal authority in 1952, Grossman left his

unit stationed in Bavaria and swam the Danube to East Germany. He traces his childhood and
experiences as a student, worker, and soldier; then describes life in his new home among a surprisingly
large community of defectors. There is no index. Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com).

The Berlin Crossing ++Canadian Proofs++

The border between East and West Germany was closed on 26 May 1953. On 13 August 1961
crude fences and walls were erected around West Berlin: the Berlin Wall had been created. The Wall
encircled West Berlin for a distance of 155km, and its barriers and surveillance systems evolved over
the years into an advanced obstacle network. The Intra-German Border ran from the Baltic Sea to
the Czechoslovak border for 1,381km, and was where NATO forces faced the Warsaw Pact for the 45
years of the Cold War. This book examines the international situation that led to the establishment of
the Berlin Wall and the IGB, and discusses how these barrier systems were operated, and finally fell.

Crossing the River

How do stories of particular events turn into global myths, while others fade away? What becomes
known and seen as a global iconic event? In Stories without Borders, Julia Sonnevend considers the
ways in which we recount and remember news stories of historic significance. Focusing on journalists
covering the fall of the Berlin Wall and on subsequent retellings of the event in a variety of ways - from
Legoland reenactments to slabs of the Berlin Wall installed in global cities - Sonnevend discusses how
certain events become built up so that people in many parts of the world remember them for long
periods of time. She argues that five dimensions determine the viability and longevity of international
news events. First, a foundational narrative must be established with certain preconditions. Next, the
established narrative becomes universalized and a mythical message developed. This message is then
condensed and encapsulated in a simple phrase, a short narrative, and a recognizable visual scene.
Counter-narratives emerge that reinterpret events and in turn facilitate their diffusion across multiple
media platforms and changing social and political contexts. Sonnevend examines these five elements
through the developments of November 9, 1989 - what came to be known as the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Stories Without Borders concludes with a discussion of how global iconic events have an enduring
effect on individuals and societies, pointing out that after common currencies, military alliances, and
international courts have failed, stories may be all that we have to bring hope and unity.

Berlin crossing



The Cold War was a complex, high-stakes period in world history during which the slightest mistake by
JFK or Khrushchev?or their underlings?had the potential to devastate millions of lives. A scary time,
it was also a time of heroes, cowards, soldiers, and thieves. Cold War Crossroads follows the paths
of four such individuals with their own stories and agendas. Over a three year period, the observant
narrator details the respective Cold War experiences, from 1961 to 1989, of an American soldier, an
American government employee, an East German dissident engineer, and an East German worker.
Tensions are common in all sectors, underneath and over the Berlin Wall. Author W. D. Owen is no
stranger to this time of upheaval. He spent four years of his youth in West Germany during the Cold
War. An accomplished German linguist and scholar of German defense policy, domestic politics, and
culture, Owen lived in or visited both East and West German sites over a span of fifty years.

The Berlin Wall and the Intra-German Border 1961-89

In 'The Victims of the Berlin Wall, 1961-1989', authors Hans-Hermann Hertle and Maria Nooke reveal
the stories of 136 victims of the Berlin Wall.

Stories Without Borders

On the night of November 9, 1989, massive crowds surged toward the Berlin Wall, drawn by an
announcement that caught the world by surprise: East Germans could now move freely to the West.
The Wall -- infamous symbol of divided Cold War Europe -- seemed to be falling. But the opening of the
gates that night was not planned by the East German ruling regime -- nor was it the result of a bargain
between either Ronald Reagan or George H.W. Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. It was

an accident. In The Collapse, prize-winning historian Mary Elise Sarotte reveals how a perfect storm
of decisions made by daring underground revolutionaries, disgruntled Stasi officers, and dictatorial
party bosses sparked an unexpected series of events culminating in the chaotic fall of the Wall. With
a novelist's eye for character and detail, she brings to vivid life a story that sweeps across Budapest,
Prague, Dresden, and Leipzig and up to the armed checkpoints in Berlin. We meet the revolutionaries
Roland Jahn, Aram Radomski, and Siggi Schefke, risking it all to smuggle the truth across the Iron
Curtain; the hapless Politburo member GuSchabowski, mistakenly suggesting that the Wall is open to
a press conference full of foreign journalists, including NBC's Tom Brokaw; and Stasi officer Harald Jar,
holding the fort at the crucial border crossing that night. Soon, Brokaw starts broadcasting live from
Berlin's Brandenburg Gate, where the crowds are exulting in the euphoria of newfound freedom -- and
the dictators are plotting to restore control. Drawing on new archival sources and dozens of interviews,
The Collapse offers the definitive account of the night that brought down the Berlin Wall.

Cold War Crossroads: East and West Berlin

While visiting the National Museum of American History, Lucy finds that she has traveled in time to
East Berlin in November 1989 and is present at the fall of the Berlin Wall. Includes historical note and
glossary.

The Victims at the Berlin Wall 1961-1989

Follow Peter Millar on a journey in the heart of Cold War Europe, from the carousing bars of 1970s
Fleet Street to the East Berlin corner pub with its eclectic cast of characters who embodied the reality
of living on the wrong side of the wall.

The Collapse

A “constantly captivating...well-researched and often moving” (The Wall Street Journal) history of
Checkpoint Charlie, the famous military gate on the border of East and West Berlin where the United
States confronted the USSR during the Cold War. In the early 1960s, East Germany committed a billion
dollars to the creation of the Berlin Wall, an eleven-foot-high barrier that consisted of seventy-nine miles
of fencing, 300 watchtowers, 250 guard dog runs, twenty bunkers, and was operated around the clock
by guards who shot to kill. Over the next twenty-eight years, at least five thousand people attempt to
smash through it, swim across it, tunnel under it, or fly over it. In 1989, the East German leadership
buckled in the face of a civil revolt that culminated in half a million East Berliners demanding an end
to the ban on free movement. The world’s media flocked to capture the moment which, perhaps more
than any other, signaled the end of the Cold War. Checkpoint Charlie had been the epicenter of global
conflict for nearly three decades. Now, “in capturing the essence of the old Cold War [MacGregor] may



just have helped us to understand a bit more about the new one” (The Times, London)—the mistrust,
oppression, paranoia, and fear that gripped the world throughout this period. Checkpoint Charlie is
about the nerve-wracking confrontation between the West and USSR, highlighting such important
global figures as Eisenhower, Stalin, JFK, Nikita Khrushchev, Mao Zedung, Nixon, Reagan, and other
politicians of the period. He also includes never-before-heard interviews with the men who built and
dismantled the Wall; children who crossed it; relatives and friends who lost loved ones trying to escape
over it; military policemen and soldiers who guarded the checkpoints; CIA, MI6, and Stasi operatives
who oversaw operations across its borders; politicians whose ambitions shaped it; journalists who
recorded its story; and many more whose living memories contributed to the full story of Checkpoint
Charlie.

Border Breakdown

Imagine living in a city where you could be shot for crossing a certain boundary. For nearly thirty years,
a wall divided Berlin and kept residents living in the eastern section under strict controls so severe that
many people willingly risked -- or lost -- their lives attempting to escape to West Berlin. No wonder, then,
that on November 9, 1989, citizens on both sides helped tear down the Wall with their bare hands when
the government of East Germany collapsed. Discover the events that led to three decades of social,
political, and economic oppression, and learn how circumstances evolved into freedom for thousands.
Book jacket.

The Berlin Wall

More than twenty years after its collapse in 1989, the Berlin Wall remains a symbol of the vigour with
which communist East Germany kept out the ‘corrupting influences' of neighbouring West Germany.
However, despite the restrictions, a surprising number of artistic works, including international films,
did ‘cross the Wall' and reach audiences in the wide network of cinemas in East Germany. This book
takes a fresh look at cinema as a social and cultural phenomenon in the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) and analyses the transnational film relations between East Germany and the rest of the world.
Drawing on a range of new archival material, the author explores which films were imported from the
West, what criteria were applied in their selection, how they were received by the national press and film
audiences, and how these imports related to DEFA (East German) cinema. The author places DEFA
films alongside the international films exhibited in the GDR and argues that film in East Germany was
actually more transnational in character than previously thought.

1989 the Berlin Wall

Summer 1940. With Europe in the iron grip of Hitler's war machine, stuntman Jack Teller arrives in
neutral Lisbon on the arm of international screen legend Lili Sterne. The German-born actress has
given Jack the job of finding her childhood friend, Eva Lange, who escaped Berlin one step ahead of the
Nazi terror. But he's not the first to come looking for Eva. The man who preceded him—top Hollywood
detective Eddie Grimes—ended up dead . . . on the night he found Eva. Following leads that take him
from the glittering nightclubs of the Estoril coast—where he rubs elbows with the likes of Edward, Duke
of Windsor, and his scheming wife, Wallis Simpson—into Lisbon's dank and seedy backstreets, Jack
searches for answers among the deceptions and lies of the dangerous city. A shattering discovery
along the way takes him to the perilous boulevards of occupied Paris and propels him into the heart of
a nightmare, where his actions could change the course of the war.

Checkpoint Charlie

The astonishing drama of Cold War nuclear poker that divided humanity - reissued with a new Postscript
to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the fall of the wall. During the night of 12—-13 August 1961,
a barbed-wire entanglement was hastily constructed through the heart of Berlin. It metamorphosed into
a structure that would come to symbolise the insanity of the Cold War: the Berlin Wall. Frederick Taylor
tells the story of the post-war political conflict that led to a divided Berlin and unleashed an East—West
crisis, which lasted until the very people the Wall had been built to imprison breached it on 9 November
1989. Weaving together history, original archive research and personal stories, The Berlin Wall, now
published in fifteen languages, is the definitive account of a divided city and its people in a time when
humanity seemed to stand permanently on the edge of destruction.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall



"Berlin, 1963. An early-morning spy swap, not at the familiar setting for such exchanges, nor at
Checkpoint Charlie, where international visitors cross into the East, but at a more discreet border
crossing, usually reserved for East German VIPs. The Communists are trading two American students
caught helping people to escape over the wall and an aging M16 operative. On the other side of

the trade: Martin Keller, a physicist who once made headlines, but who then disappeared into the
English prison system. Keller's most critical possession: his American passport. Keller's most ardent
desire: to see his ex-wife Sabine and their young son. But Martin has questions: who asked for him?
Who negotiated the deal? The KGB? He knows that nothing happens by chance. They want him for
something. Not physics - his expertise is out of date. Something else, which he cannot learn until

he arrives in East Berlin, when suddenly the game is afoot. Intriguing and atmospheric, The Berlin
Exchange "expertly describes what happens when a disillusioned former agent tries to come in from
the cold" (The New York Times Book Review) and confirms Kanon as "the most accomplished spy
novelist working today" (The Sunday Times, UK)"-- Back cover.

Crossing the Wall

Berlin, Berlin. One city once divided in two. One communist, one not. One brightly adorned the other
grey. | can still see East Berlin so clearly. The time of the Wall. Do you know the East Side Gallery? A
piece of the Berlin Wall which stands in what was East Berlin. It was transformed into a gallery. This
piece of Wall healed by artists joyfully withessed the Peaceful Revolution of 1989. The Berlin Senate
wanted it gone and removed several parts despite protests and petitions. It needs to stay because the
history is too important to lose.

The Lisbon Crossing

University student Helmut Wegner curses himself for his procrastination as he waits in the rain in the
muddy woods for his Flchthelfer, the escape helpers. Twelve weeks earlier, prior to August 13, 1961,
he could have strolled easily across the border separating East Berlin from the section occupied by the
three Western allies. Now, crossing the border is a dangerous endeavor. But Wegner is far from the only
man who seeks to escape. Outpost Berlin chronicles the tales of both successful and failed escape
attempts over the Berlin Wall since its erection in 1961. Each chapter begins with a short historical
background and description of the location, a dedication to an American or German who played a
significant role in the defense of West Berlin, and a prologue detailing the implications that the incidents
had for West Berlins future. Capturing the essence of the era, Outpost Berlin presents a historical look
at the stories of American military intelligence officers, German escapees, and the escape helpers.

The Berlin Wall

In 1938, Ulrike Walter, a beautiful young German musician, is engaged to be married to Erich Hinkel, a
member of the Hitler Youth. But when she meets Inspector Cameron Ross, a Scotland Yard policeman,
whose father is a colonel in British Intelligence, her life will be changed for ever. When war is declared,
Ulrike flees Germany for the safety of England but is instead cruelly imprisoned as an enemy alien. Her
only hope of rescue is Cameron, who, despite his better judgement, is falling in love with her. Then Erich
is captured by the British and incarcerated in a prisoner of war camp in England. He faces interrogation
by Cameron Ross, the one man who stands between him and Ulrike, the woman who means more
to Erich than life itself...In 1938, Ulrike Walter, a beautiful young German musician, is engaged to be
married to Erich Hinkel, a member of the Hitler Youth. But when she meets Inspector Cameron Ross,
a Scotland Yard policeman, whose father is a colonel in British Intelligence, her life will be changed
for ever. When war is declared, Ulrike flees Germany for the safety of England but is instead cruelly
imprisoned as an enemy alien. Her only hope of rescue is Cameron, who, despite his better judgement,
is falling in love with her. Then Erich is captured by the British and incarcerated in a prisoner of war
camp in England. He faces interrogation by Cameron Ross, the one man who stands between him and
Ulrike, the woman who means more to Erich than life itself...

The Berlin Exchange

The charm of the photographs by Thomas Hoepker (*1936 in Munich) lies in their documentary quality,
their authenticity, and their testimonial character, for they were produced by an impartial eye. Hoepker
was a photojournalist for magazines such as Stern and Geo for many years. In the early seventies

he and his wife, journalist Eva Windméoller, were accredited in the German Democratic Republic, and



they spent several years reporting on politics and everyday life in East Berlin. In this volume, Hoepker
documents life in East Germany from 1959 to the political turn of events in the late eighties: photos
of children playing on the Berlin Wall, party rallies, propaganda posters, ramshackle old fagades from
the Imperial Era and new apartment blocks, Sunday outings and empty supermarket display cases, as
well as portraits of artists such as Wolf Biermann tell tales of a vanished nation. Exhibition schedule:
Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin May 11-October 3, 2011 - Galerie Christian Hiltawsky, Berlin
May 27-July 9, 2011 - Haus der Geschichte, Bonn July 1, 2011-June, 2012 - Gedenkstatte Berliner
Mauer, Kapelle der Versbhnung, Berlin July-August, 2011

Berlin East Side Gallery Berlin

The Berlin Wall was a guarded concrete barrier that physically and ideologically divided Berlin from
1961 to 1989.] Constructed by the German Democratic Republic (GDR, East Germany), starting on 13
August 1961, the Wall cut off (by land) West Berlin from virtually all of surrounding East Germany and
East Berlin until government officials opened it in November 1989. Its demolition officially began on 13
June 1990 and finished in 1992. The barrier included guard towers placed along large concrete walls,
accompanied by a wide area (later known as the "death strip™) that contained anti-vehicle trenches,
"fakir beds" and other defenses. The Eastern Bloc portrayed the Wall as protecting its population
from fascistelements conspiring to prevent the "will of the people" in building a socialist state in East
Germany.GDR authorities officially referred to the Berlin Wall as the Anti-Fascist Protection Rampart
(German: Antifaschistischer Schutzwall). The West Berlin city government sometimes referred to it as
the "Wall of Shame\

Outpost Berlin

A thrilling and uniquely personal account of one of the most daring escape dramas of Cold War Berlin.

Night Crossing

"In the summer of 1962, one year after the rise of the Berlin Wall, a group of daring young West
Germans risked prison, Stasi torture and even death to liberate friends, lovers, and strangers in East
Berlin by digging tunnels under the Wall. Then, as the world's press heard about the secret projects,
two television networks raced to be the first to document them from the inside, funding two separate
tunnels for exclusive rights to film the escapes. In response, President John F. Kennedy and his
administration, wary of anything that might raise tensions and force a military confrontation with the
Soviets, maneuvered to quash both documentaries. As Greg Mitchell's riveting narrative unfolds, we
meet extraordinary characters- the legendary cyclist who became East Berlin's most wanted man; the
tunneller who had already served four years in the East German gulag; the Stasi informer who betrays
the 'CBS tunnel’; the young East Berliner who escapes with her baby, then marries one of the tunnellers;
and an engineer who would later help build the tunnel under the English Channel. Capturing the hopes
and fears of everyday Berliners, the chilling reach of the Stasi secret police, and the political tensions of
the Cold War, The Tunnels is breaking history, a propulsive read whose themes still reverberate today."

DDR Ansichten

Jones (history, Canisius College, Buffalo, NY) introduces "crossing borders" as a metaphor for chal-
lenging racial, geo-political, and disciplinary divides. In 13 papers originally delivered at a namesake
1998 U. of Buffalo conference honoring German-Jewish refugee historian G. Iggers, US and German
academics explore the leitmotifs of migration, ethnicity, and minorities in public policy in Germany and
the US; the struggle for civil rights in both countries; new perspectives on the experiences of Jewish
refugees from Germany; and reflections on difference and equality in historiography, with a contribution
by lggers. Lacks an index. c. Book News Inc.

Berlin Wall

A modern historical fiction ranging between the 60's and the 80's in Britain and Europe. The core of the
action deals with how the Paris Spring and Summer of Love of 1968 metamorphosed into the Baader
Meinhof revolution and the death of a kind of innocence in Stammheim Prison in 1977/78. The narrative
tracks a young man who took a wrong turn at the beginning of that time and found himself on a road
without an exit until it reached its brutal end. Returning after 20 years of exile he looks up an old friend
only to find a corpse. He contacts her church and finds a murderous cult. He falls in love but brings



danger to his lover's door. His enemies have not forgotten him. There is no escape from the dark side
but he is determined to cross over. To do so he must first confront the terrible events of his past.

The Price of Freedom

Using a wealth of fascinating photographs and documents, this book tells the full story of the Berlin
Wall; from the barbed wire barriers of August 1961 to the 12 foot 'Fourth Generation Wall'. It describes
the feelings and reactions of the people of both East and West Berlin from the day the wall went up until
the events of 9th November 1989, which led to the collapse of what had been the most closely-guarded
border in the world.

The Tunnels

An Inspiring True Story about One Family's Escape from Behind the Berlin Wall! Peter was born on
the east side of Germany, the side that wasn't free. He watches news programs rather than cartoons,
and wears scratchy uniforms instead of blue jeans. His family endures long lines and early curfews.
But Peter knows it won't always be this way. Peter and his family have a secret. Late at night in their
attic, they are piecing together a hot air balloon—and a plan. Can Peter and his family fly their way to
freedom? This is the true story of a boy and his family who risk their lives for the hope of freedom in
a daring escape from East Germany via a handmade hot air balloon in 1979. ¢ A perfect picture book
for educators teaching about the Cold War, the Iron Curtain, and East Germany ¢ Flight for Freedom
is a showcase for lessons of bravery, heroism, family, and perseverance, as well as stunning history ¢
Includes detailed maps of the Wetzel family's escape route and diagrams of their hot air balloon For
fans of historical nonfiction picture books like Let the Children March, The Wall, Growing Up Behind
the Iron Curtain, and Armstrong: The Adventurous Journey of a Mouse to the Moon. « True life escape
stories  For readers age 5-9 ¢ For teachers, librarians, and historians Kristen Fulton is a children's book
author. She can always be found with a notebook in hand as she ventures through historical sites and
museums. Most of the time she lives in Florida—but she can also be found traveling the country by RV.
Torben Kuhlmann is an award-winning children's book author and illustrator. Starting in kindergarten
he became known as "the draftsman." Flying machines and rich historical detail often adorn his work.
He lives in Hamburg, Germany.

Crossing Boundaries

Berlin before the fall of the Wall is a city divided, yet its ordinary residents find ways to live and survive
on both sides. There is Robert, teller of bar room anecdotes over beer and vodka, adjusting to a new
life in the west; Pommerer, trying to outwit the system in the east; the unnamed narrator, who 'escapes'
back-and-forth to collect stories; his beguiling, exiled lover Lena; the three boys who defect to watch
Hollywood films; and the man who leaps across the Wall again and again - simply because he cannot
help himself. All are, in their different ways, wall jumpers, trying to lose themselves but still trapped
wherever they go. Ultimately, the walls inside their heads prove to be more powerful than any man-made
barrier . ..

Dark Side Crossing

Based on a hit podcast series, this book tells the unbelievable true story of an escape tunnel under
the Berlin Wall--the people who built it, the spy who betrayed it, and the media event it inspired. In
September 1961, at the height of the Cold War, 22-year-old Joachim Rudolph escaped from East
Germany, one of the world's most brutal regimes. He'd risked everything to do it. Then, a few months
later, working with a group of students, he picked up a spade... and tunneled back in. The goal was to
tunnel into the East to help people escape. They spend months digging, hauling up carts of dirt in a
tunnel ventilated by stove pipes. But the odds are against them: a Stasi agent infiltrates their group and
on their first attempt, and dozens of escapees and some of the diggers are arrested and imprisoned.
Despite the risk of prison and death, a month later, Joachim and the other try again and hit more bad
luck: the tunnel springs a leak. After several attempts, run-ins with a spy and secret police, and some
unlikely financial aid from an American TV network, they finally break through into the East, and free
29 people. This is the story of their great escape, the NBC documentary crew that filmed it, and the
U.S. government's attempts to block the film from ever seeing the light of day. But more than anything,
this is the story of what people will do to be free.

The Berlin Wall



In the years leading up to the Second World War, a steady trickle of German agents make their way
quietly across the English Channel where they disappear into the anonymity of the British way of life.
Some feed back information to their masters in Berlin while others simply wait for the signal to act.

At the outbreak of hostilities, two agents are given their assignment: An audacious theft from under
the very noses of the British Secret Service who in turn are desperately trying to locate and eliminate
them. But they are not alone. At the very heart of the country that they are hoping to destroy, others
are quietly helping them.....

Flight for Freedom

This series provides a quick-read introduction to key events in history. This volume looks at the removal
of the Berlin Wall.

The Wall Jumper

From Chile to Germany, a heart-wrenching tale of love, loyalty and new beginnings from the author of
The Berlin Crossing Santiago, 1973: Rosa is a happy girl, living a privileged life amongst the ruling elite.
But when violence erupts with the Pinochet coup, she is forced to flee across the Andes. Rescued by a
Stasi spy, she escapes behind the Iron Curtain to Germany. East Berlin, 1989: Englishman Patrick Miller
has crossed over and is working at the Secretariat for Socialist Correctness in Publishing. Dragged into
a dangerous, cynical world of shady dealings, Patrick doesn't know what he believes in anymore. Until
he meets Rosa... As the Soviet Union starts to break up around them, the tide of change is strong. But
once the barriers are down and the rubble cleared, what kind of country will they be left with?

Tunnel 29

A factual description and eventual fate of each of the six ocean liners that transported the author
across the Atlantic Ocean, the first time as an eleven year old boy escaping Nazi Germany to be
placed in a foster home in the United States. After returning to his native land while serving as a Gl

in the US Army in World War Il, he went on to become an American educator who took on some
highly interesting assignments such as becoming the first American co-principal of the unique bilingual
German-American school of Berlin, the John F. Kennedy School. The book also includes items of
musical history about the author’s parents who were both part of the classical music recital scene

in Germany and in the United States before and after the first World War. The book is an intensely
autobiographical and highly personal account of events during the momentous times of the 20th
Century.

The Crossing

There is no such thing as history, you see. It's a dream, perhaps even a dream of a dream . . . Walter
Benjamin is dead. One of the most radiant minds of the twentieth century has been snatched away by
death in a small town on the border between Spain and France. His thousand-page manuscript, carried
the length of France during his flight from the Nazis, has vanished with him, never to be recovered. Jay
Parini's extraordinary work traces Benjamin's steps back through time, from the salons of Berlin to the
winding roads of Catalonia. A tale of escape and pursuit, Benjamin's Crossing dramatises one of the
most moving peripheral episodes of the Holocaust; and above all, it is a love story.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall

Gustav Rubin, a fur dealer in Vienna, flies to New York to spend the summer with his wife and two young
children in a lake house north of the city. When he arrives late at JFK, he is met by his opinionated,
unrelenting mother, Rosa. They rent a car and set out for Lake Gilead. But Gustav loses his way,

and son and mother end up on the wrong side of the river. Trying to find the right route north, they
become trapped on the Tappan Zee Bridge in the traffic jam of all traffic jams— a truck transporting
toxic chemicals has turned over—and Gustav and Mother remain gridlocked high above the Hudson
River. Gustav begins to think of his beloved father, a renowned intellectual, now eleven months dead.
Then, in a surprising, highly original twist worthy of Kafka, both Gustav and Mother see the body—"the
colossal, golem-like fatherbody" — of Ludwig David Rubin floating naked in the waters below. Jungk
gives a profound meditation on a Jewish family and its past, especially the lasting distorting effects on
a son of a famous, vital father and a clinging, overwhelming mother, and of the differences between



the generation of European intellectual refugees who arrived in the United States during the Second
World War and the children of that generation.

Another Kind of Country
My Crossings
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